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deck with my revolver in m}
up the steps of the companionway. He,
held his revolver clutched tightly in his
hand. He was trembling with fear, as if
he expected that some one would pounce
.upon him out of the dark of the cabin.

nnhln and «-l>lln

sill except his head was still in the shadow
of the companionway he caught sight of
Braru walking up and down the deck. AlmostInvoluntarily Monks pointed the revolverat him, crying nt the same time:

"Mr. Bram! Come below! The captain
has been murdered!"
The next moment a heavy board shot by

his head, mhkslng him by an inch. Bram
had thrown it, and now was crying:
V'No! No! No!"
"Come down and see for yourself!" shoutedMonks, too dazed to realize what was

transpiring. Bram then accompanied him
below. They found the bodies of the captainand his wife hacked almost in pieces.
Of the incidents that followed there are

conflicting stories, and you shall have the
benefit of them all in their turn. The
body of the mate was not discovered until
daybreak. He, too, had been dragged from
his bunk and hacked to pieces.
In the meantime Bram had aroused the

cook and the crew and had been asking
them all whether they had heard any noises
during the night. None of them had heard
a sound. Suddenly Bram darted toward
a pile of lumber, and, stooping, picked up
nn f»ov'Avo(l with hlorvd.

"Here Is the axe that did it!" he cried.
"What shall I do with it?"
"Throw It overboard or the crew will

use It on us." replied Monks, who was

utterly unstrung. The steward protested,
but before he could make a coherent suggestionBrum flung the axe out into the
sea.

The crew were dazed. Brain, feeling It
Incumbent upon him to assume the leadership,suggested a theory of how the crime
was committed. The second mate, he suggested,had probably entered Mrs, Nash's
cabin, where the captain discovered him
and struck him with an axe. Thereupon,
argued Bram, the second mate tore the axe
from the captain's grasp, struck him and
also killed ids wife. Then, after throwing
the axe 011 the deck, he. returned to his

, cabin and died of his wounds.
Seafaring men are as simple as children

in mnnv rfwinecta The crew accented this

theory, and, without hesitation, signed a

statement to the effect that /they believed
that the crimes actually happened in that
way.
The next day, however, Spencer, the

cook, began an investigation, with the .

Magnetic Eye.
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suit that he drew from Bram some startlinginformation. This was nothing less
than the statement that a few minutes beforeMonks appeared on deck, Bram had
observed Charles Brown approach the
wheel, as if he had been absent from his
post, and upon approaching him saw him
putting on his slippers. All that day
Spencer observed Brown carefully. He
noticed that he was exceedingly moody
and seemed very nervous. In a hundred
little ways he acted like a man who was
completely unnerved. Spencer consulted
with Bram and Monks, and then, without
more ado, seized Brown and placed him in
irons. Brown's only comment was:
"You will find out all about it when you

Then arose the question of reaching
land. Bram suggested that they make for
French Guiana. Spencer and Monks consultedthe chart and found that Oayenne,
the nearest port iu French Guiana, was
1,500 miles away, while Bermuda was
only 400 miles and Hal fax 7$0 mHes
away. It is difficult to understand this
situation without referring to a map of
the globe.
Bram insisted s-t rongly upon going to

French Guiana, but Spencer shook his
head an positively refused to consent to it.
Bermuda was the nearest port, but the wind
was dead ahead, and it would have taken
almost as lung to reach the ls!and as to
get to Cayenne. Halifax was beyond
doubt the most practicable port if the
wind held out, and it was thereupon decidedto turn the ship's head northwest
and make for the Nova Scotlan coast.
Bram protested, bnt the ship's cook had
assumed an air that brooked no denial.

"I
Spencer watched Bram closely. The

mate's actions had aroused his suspicions.
The suggestion to sail to French Guiana
hail put the cook on his guard. He observedthat Bram was acting very strange-
ly. v\ nen u ueciimt impossime ro leave

the bodies in the cabin any longer, Spencer
ordered them brought on dock.it was a

strange condition of affairs for a cook to
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lew the mate thew a boafd c

issue orders on a ship.and p:acefl In a
boat. Bram uanted thorn thu v u over-1
board, but Spencer insisted upon towing
them in the wake of the ship. On the
following Sunday Spencer unfolded his
suspicions to Monks, and found that the
young man had had similar thoughts.
"Will you stand by nie?" asked the cook.
"I will," replied Mouks.
At noon on that day Spencer approached

Bram from behind and throw his arms
around him. Brum quickly looked up and
saw the muzzle of Monks's revolver staring
him in the face.
"What is this for?" ho demanded.
"For killing the captain," replied the

cook quietly. Bram made no resistance,
and a moment later he was in irons and
bound to the mast beside Charles Brown.
Monks took charge of the ship and issued
all necessary orders. Spencer, in addition
to his duties as cook, served in the capacityof sailing master. A paragon of a
cook! Several times a Jay Monks and
Spencer brought the chart to the mast
where Brain was tied and consulted him,
and he to the best of his ability assisted
them in their reckoning.
Every man on board the boat was taken

to Jail, and there they remained until the
extradition papers were made out. The
crime having occurred on an American ship
on the high sens, it came under the jurisdictionof the United States courts. The
prisoners were Anally transferred to Boston,where, one after another, they were

brought before the United States Grand
rpHsi vaanl#

that all Were discharged save Bram, and ho
was Indicted for murder. And then for
the first time onine an explanation of
what Brown had intended to convey when
he said, "You will find out all about it
when you get ashore."
He swore before the Grand Jury that

while looking through a window in the
cabin from his post at the wheel, he saw

Bram raise the axe and strike the captain.

IV.
In the course of the trial three separate

stories of the crime were narrated and
each one served oi

i mystery. You can r

yourself.
v This is the story oJ
\the wheel:
"1 was standing a

minutes Before 2 o'
when I heard a noise
There was a iight in tl
into the chart room.

/ about four feet frt
= through which I couii
J j oom. 1 looked and s:
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it me. I told him who I was,
cot was upset. I saw the captain lying on
the floor alongside the cot.
"Then the ship gave a lurch and I had

to look back to my compass to see that I
was keeping her on her course. When I
looked up again I saw a man standing in
Ihe chart room. He was standing over the
captain. He wore a dark suit and had a

straw hat on with a big hole in the top.
I knew right away it was Mr. Brant.
"Just as I saw who it was he raised a

long thing that he held in his hand.in one
hand.and brought it down on the captain'shead. I could not see exactly what
it was, but by the shape of it I guessed
that it was an axe. I came near screaming.He raised it three times and brought
it down as if he was hitting something
with it as hard as he could. I got weak
and held fast to the wheel."
This is the first mate's story:
"A 1V.VI.. nimiltM hafnvn O>

standing near the mizzen peak jig.forward
of the cabin.when I heard a noise. I
looked up and saw a man nearly abreast of
me. He turned when I looked up and
walked aft to the wheel. Then 1
saw that it was Brown.

"I went forward and was standing
close by the companionway, when 1 heard
a loud noise. I looked around and saw
Mr. Monks coming up the companionway
pointing a revolver at me. I grabbed at a
board that was near me itnd walked over
toward him, wondering what was the matter.I thought that if he was| going to
shoot I'd better have something to protect
me. He said that the captain was murdered.
"I threw the piece of board down, and it

fell down the companionway. After that 1
was in a daze some hours before I got my
reckoning.

Tin's is the student's story:
"I was aroused by Mrs. Nash's scream,

and, when I reached the captain's room 1
found him lying on the floor. I went into
Mrs. Nash's cabin and saw nothing bat
blood. Tlien 1 ran 011 uecit wiru my revolverin my hand, and the fir!st thing 1
knew the mate threw a board a' mo. 1 tori
illy to deepen the .
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C Brown, the man at

t the wheel a few «.«, \
<;lock that morning wjL ^ /j
that made me jump. mx v
ie cabin and It shone J)
There, was a window v^js J?®
jm where I stood
1 look into the chrfrt
nt that the captain's ^^;
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and he came down into the
him who I was, find he came dow"h into tb(
cabin with me and saw the bodies. Ther
I asked him where the second mate was
He said: "There.is a mutiny, and he is for
ward with the crew., He will probablj
rush up.' I told him to cover the man m
the wheel with his revolver, which he did
Suddenly he got sick at his stomach. H<
said the second mate had given him t
drink of whiskey and it had made liirt
feel sick all evening. He said he was
afraid the whiskey was drugged.

V.
And now come the two most sensationa

revelations that developed out of the trial
Wlme Brown was on the witness stand lasi
week telling his story, which is the main
stay of the prosecution, the lawyer .or the
defence deceived a document from the
United States Consul at Rotterdam, wliici
fell like a bombshell in the courtroom. Ii
was an aniuavit to tne encct mat In tin
month of July, 1891, exactly Ave years previousto this tragedy, Brown had attempted
to kill a stranger in Rotterdam, who, he
fancied, was seeking to assassinate him
1-Ie was seize d, and was found to he insane
They sent aim to a hospital, and when, sev
eral weeks later, he was discharged he hai
not the slightest recollection of the occur
rente. When, his physicians told him the
story he marvelled at it.
On board the Herbert Fuller, BroWn tole

this story to one of the sailors, who re
peated it to Bram s lawyer. Upon investi
gation it was found to be perfectly true
Tlu> Consul's document was laid befon
Brown on the witness stand, and he ad
mitted that it was true. Thereupon mediea
experts were summoned, who promptly tea
iuk-u iiiui .i luuij »ii jJiDivns conuitioi
could easily hnv. committed the murders o
board the barkt ntine in a moment of menta
derangement and have forgotten all abou
them a moment later.
A whole day was then devoted to a«cei

tabling' whether it was possible for Browi
to have left the wheel lashed in one posi
tion for four or five minutes without tli
ship deviating from her course. It wn
r-1 nrly shown that this was perfectly f"«s!
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cabin with me and saw the b
bl?. It was a strong point for the defence.

1 Closely upon this revelation came another
.the most damaging of all. The Court ruled

- it out as having no direct bearing upon the
' case, but its impression upon the minds of
f the jurors could not be eradicated. It
. came in the form of this sensational state'ment from the United States District-Atitorney:

"I have given to the counsel for the de5fence the name of a witness who took the
last trip on a sailing voyage which the defendantin this case a'.so took before lie J
went on the Herbert Fuller. The name of
the man I intend to produce is Nicholas,

f He lives in Baltimore.
"Ho was tne rirst maio ana »ram tne

second mate of the schooner White Wings.
They sailed one voyage on that vessel, and
they started to sail a second voyage on

'
that vessel. On that second voyage Brain

> proposed to Mr. Nicholas that they should
kill the captain of that vessel and take pos.session of her and sell her and dispose of
her cargo.
"He made this proposition to Mr. Nicholason the high seas after they were some

days out from port, and they were sailing,
as was the Herbert Fuller, toward a South
American port, to wit, Klo Janeiro. Mr.
Nicholas laughed at the offer. There was

a good deal of conversation about making
money quickly. What I want to offer Is the
witvenation in regard to this offer to commitcrime. I do riot make any pretence that
uny crime was committed at all. But this

:
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is a deliberate offer to commit a» eripie.
"That offer was declined, and in «i co*»

versation the man Bram stated that be
had disposed of two vessels previous lo
that one. One was the Twilight, oi wldcli
he was captain and part owner, wiiere
he had collected th^ freight money on her,
and then taken her out and sunk her- explainingto the owners that the freight
money went down with her, and he explainedhow he had made money out of
that transaction.
"The next was the schooner China, i;)

which case he put tip signals of distress,
and claimed that the cargo of coconutshad been totally destroyed by water-""

VI.
The trial went on from early moi

until late at might every day for near.y a
month, and Judge, jury, witnesses and
lawyers were completely worn out with
the fatigue of trying to solve the mystery.
Every single detail of the Herbert fuller'svoyage was gone over again and

again, yet 'with each day the mystery
grew deeper. Itrani. strange to say, made
an extremely favorable impressiou while
he was in the witness stand. Hut. in the
minds of many people,* it will ever be
beyond the power of court or jury, lawyersor experts.of nil the wide wide
wlrld, in fact, with but the exception of
a ;. gle man.to tell how and why those

u> crimes were committed.
That one mou knows,

r t

^he Herbert Fuller.


